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1. Shoreline Master Programs Handbook Update 

 

The Department of Ecology has recently updated its Shoreline Master Program 

(SMP) Handbook website. 

 

The Handbook section, Integration of Critical Areas Ordinances, was updated to 

address: 1) the need to consider the integration of critical areas ordinances in the 

SMP early in the update process; and 2) the importance of keeping records of 

decisions during the SMP update. 

 

Welcome to the Planner’s Update, an 
electronic newsletter from the 
Department of Commerce, Growth 
Management Services.  We send this 
newsletter monthly to share helpful 
information related to planning in 
Washington State. 
 
Please feel free to send us any 
comments or ideas for how to make 
this newsletter more useful.  You can 
also use the link below to provide 
additional names of planners who 
might like to subscribe. 
 
Please also consider sharing this 
newsletter with planning 
commissioners. 

 
Leonard Bauer, AICP 
Managing Director 
Growth Management Services 
Leonard.bauer@commerce.wa.gov 
 
To subscribe to this newsletter 
please send e-mail to 
linda.weyl@commerce.wa.gov 

http://www.cted.wa.gov/site/1129/default.aspx
http://www.cted.wa.gov/site/395/default.aspx
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth
http://www.washington-apa.org/
http://www.smartgrowth.org/
http://www.planningpaw.org/
http://www.mrsc.org/
mailto:Leonard.bauer@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:linda.weyl@commerce.wa.gov
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Chapter 13, Shoreline Environment Designations, is a new chapter. The chapter 

covers the SMP Guidelines requirements for shoreline environment designations 

and the recommended environment designations.  It also discusses factors to 

consider in developing environment designations, alternative environments, 

parallel environments and predesignation of shorelines within urban growth 

areas.  Examples of regulations from Ecology-approved SMPs are also included. 

 

The Handbook website is available at 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/handbook/index.html 

 

BACK TO TOP 
 

2. Biodiversity Toolbox Available on Commerce Website 

 

In 2010, the Washington Biodiversity Council completed a collaborative effort 

with local government planners and state agencies to complete a “Biodiversity 

Toolbox” - conservation information for Washington planners in one place. The 

tools draw on many sources, including local government planners who provided 

input and supplied resources. 

 

After the Council’s mandate expired later in 2010, Growth Management Services 

agreed to house the toolbox in keeping with its goal of providing resources to 

help local governments develop county-wide planning policies, comprehensive 

plans, and development regulations, including critical areas ordinances.  The 

toolbox is now available on the Department of Commerce’s website.   
 

The toolbox is organized into six main categories: 

 

References - Conservation priorities, species lists, and references on procedures, 

actions or strategies related to conservation planning. 

Guidance Documents - Guidelines on ecologically sound planning for important 

habitats and species. Technical planning guidance for uses such as transportation 

and parks. 

Case Studies - Real-life conservation planning examples from throughout the 

state of Washington. 

Policy Language - Regulatory language and code provision examples that 

encourage the protection of biodiversity. 

Data and Maps - Mapping programs, atlases, registries, and databases to assist 

with incorporating biodiversity protection into planning. 

Trainings and Conferences - Opportunities for planners to learn about or gain 

skills in conservation planning. 

 

Feedback is welcome—the toolbox is a work in progress. If you have suggestions 

for tools or resources to add or ideas for improving the toolbox, a submission 

form is provided.  For more information, contact Leonard Bauer (360) 725-3055 

or leonard.bauer@commerce.wa.gov 

BACK TO TOP 
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3. Communicate to Build Community Acceptance 

 

Community resistance to affordable housing development is always challenging.  

A new report on how to change public opinion on the issue makes for important 

reading. 

 

It’s called “What Works and Why:  Affordable Housing Communications 

Campaigns 2000-2010” and it was published by Partnership for Sustainable 

Communities® 

 

The report examines efforts by advocates and government agencies to build 

public and political support for affordable housing developments and funding.  It 

describes 15 case studies from New York to North Carolina, with reproductions of 

some of the information materials used. 

 

This report was sponsored by the Marin Community Housing Action Initiative, a 

collaborative organization in Marin County, California, with support from 

Greenbelt Alliance, Marin Community Foundation, the Non-Profit Housing 

Association of Northern California.  To view the report click here. 

 

BACK TO TOP 
 

 

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/DesktopModules/CTEDPublications/CTEDPublicationsView.aspx?tabID=0&ItemID=9260&MId=944&wversion=Staging

